
Roanoke County Public Schools 

7th-grade pre-ap English Summer Reading Assignment 

Book 1: You will be reading the book “Hidden Figures a Young Readers Edition” by Margot Lee Shetterly. 

This book will be provided to you before you leave school in 6th grade and will be returned to your English 

teacher in 7th grade.  As you read this novel, you need to focus on the following questions. There is no required 

writing, but if you feel that you will remember the book better than you may write answers to the questions. 

Please write the page number if you discuss part of the story. This book will be used as a reference point 

throughout the year and it is very important that you have an understanding of the questions.  

Questions to Think About 

The book begins during World War II, and the role of woman has changed in the United States.  Describe how this event 

changed the future for woman of all races. Think about specific examples from the novel.  

The book takes place during a time in the United States when black and white people were segregated, and 

black people were treated unfairly. A. Describe examples of the hardships that all black people had to face 

during this time period. B. How were Katherine, Mary, Dorothy, and their co-workers challenged by 

discrimination? How did they succeed anyway? C. How did the white people react to segregation? 

Dorothy Vaughn’s life changes dramatically after seeing the advertisement from Langley. Compare her life 

before and after this event. How did it affect her family, role as an African American and how she was treated, 

and her job opportunities? 

On page 35, the concept of double Victory is discussed. Reread this part of the page and explain this comment 

and do the mathematicians and African Americans succeed in their double V victory?   

How has the experience of women and people of color working in science, technology, engineering, and math 

(STEM) changed since the 1960s? What kinds of jobs do you think were usually available to women then? Was 

it the same for white women and women of color? 

When did you notice other people standing up for Dorothy, Katherine, and Mary? Why was it important for 

them to have male allies (supporters) and white allies? 

Discuss the contribution that all 3 of the main characters (Katherine, Mary, Dorothy) made to the math and 

science field. 

Book 2: Choose a book of your choice from the list below. Be prepared to write a response letter to your 

teacher when school begins.  Response letters are not a summary of the plot, but it gives you a chance to share 

your feelings about the book.  It involves higher level thinking skills where you relate the book to other novels 

you’ve read, your life, and you share your opinions about the book. As you read, think about what parts you 

really like, dislike, what questions the book makes you think about, etc.. 

You may write notecards if you wish, but they are not required. If you own your copy of the book you may 

want to consider writing in the margins how you feel, underlining text that you have a reaction to, write 

questions that you’d like to ask the author, explain how you would have changed a particular part of the book, 

etc…. Pay special attention to theme, conflict, and characterization. 

 



If You’re Reading This  Trent Reedy  

Where the Red Fern Grows  Wilson Rawls  

Roll of Thunder, Hear my 
Cry  

Mildred D. Taylor  

 Doll Bones  Holly Black 

 Gregor the Overlander  Suzanne Collins 

Angel Experiment  James Patterson  

Blood Will Tell  April Henry  

 

Examples of a portion of a response letter: 

Dear Ms. J, 

I really liked the book Julie’s Problem by Ima Writer because I could relate to the story and I loved the 

characters, Joe and Izzy.  I liked Joe because…..   I also liked Izzy because…. 

Although I enjoyed the novel, I was not a fan of the part when the author made the kids get in the car 

accident because I didn’t feel that it fit in this novel.  This part didn’t make sense because it wasn’t necessary to 

have it in the book to understand what was happening.  For example, the character Alice says, “ That crazy 

driver crossed over to our side and then stared at me.” p.. 54 but that ‘almost’ accident had nothing to do with 

the plot. 

 

Your student, 

Holly Joe 

Be sure that every statement includes reasons why and specific examples from the book that 

made you feel this way.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


